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REMARKS 

The above-listed claim amendments along with the following remarks are folly 
responsive to the final Office Action ; et forth above. This Amendment places the application in 
condition for allowance, or in better condition for appeal. Entry of this Amendment and 
reconsideration of the application is requested. 

In one embodiment, the prese.it invention provides an imageable element comprising a 
thermally imageable composition including a thermally sensitive supramolecular polymer. The 
term "supramolecular polymer" in the context of the present invention refers to a polymer which 
derives its polymeric properties throu/.;h a combination of covalent bonds and specific secondary 
interactions, which includes hydrogen bonding, particularly two or more centered H-bond links. 
Another embodiment of the invention is a method of producing an imaged element from the 
imageable element. 

The Examiner indicated that c aims 34 and 51-54 are allowed, and indicated that claims 
17, 18, 28, 29, and 47-50 would be iLllowable if rewritten in independent form. Claims 35-46 
were withdrawn from consideration as drawn to a non-elected invention. Claims 35-41 were 
cancelled by a previous Amendment. The Examiner reserved the right to rejoin the process 
claims 42-46 if any product claims arc found to be allowable. Applicants submit that the product 
claims are now allowable for the reasons given below, and request that the process claims be 
rejoined. 

By this Amendment, claims 1, 2, 17, 34, 51-54, and withdrawn claims 42-44 are 
amended. No new matter is introduced into the application by the claim amendments. After entry 
of this Amendment, claims 1-15, 17-34, and 42-54 are pending, with claims 42-46 presently 
withdrawn from consideration. 

Claim 1 is directed to an imageable element comprising at least a substrate, a top layer, 
and a bottom layer, with each layer comprising a recited thermally imageable composition. 
Claim 1 is amended to recite that he bottom layer includes a second thermally sensitive 
supramolecular polymer comprising at least one covalently bonded unit and at least one 
thermally reversible non-covalently bonded unit, which includes a three or more centered H- 
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bond within each non-covalently bonded unit. Support for the amendment can be found in the 
Specification at page 10, lines 22-26. Withdrawn claim 42 is similarly amended. 

Claims 1,17, 34, and 42 are ariended to reflect that the imageable element of the present 
invention can comprise more than two layers in some embodiments. Although each embodiment 
includes a top and bottom layer, eacl: of which comprises a thermally imageable composition, 
the imageable element may comprise other layers. Support for this amendment can be found at 
page 30, line 11 bridging to page 31, line 6. 

Claims 2, 17, and 51-54 are an* ended for the purposes of maintaining consistent language 
throughout the claims. 

Claim Interpretation 

Claim 1 is directed to an imageable element comprising at least a substrate, a top layer, 
and a bottom layer, with each layer comprising a recited thermally imageable composition. The 
Examiner stated that claim 1 recites a top layer comprising (a) a first thermally imageable 
composition comprising a first thermally sensitive supramolecular polymer or (b) a thermally 
imageable composition free of the thermally sensitive supramolecular polymer. The Examiner 
interpreted dependent claims 2-16, 32, and 33 as not requiring the presence of a centered H-bond 
in the top layer. The Examiner took the position that when the top layer according to (b) is 
selected for claim 1, the limitations of claims 2-16, 32, and 33 are met by any embodiment that 
meets the limitations of claim 1. 

Applicants respectfully disagree with the interpretation proposed by the Examiner. 
Claims 2, 4, 7, 11, 13, 14, 32, and 33. which depend directly from claim 1, were amended by a 
prior Amendment to explicitly recite that the top layer comprises the first thermally sensitive 
supramolecular polymer. Claims 2-15 32, and 33 therefore require the selection of a top layer 
according to (a). Where the top layer according to (b) is selected, the limitations of any of claims 
2-15, 32, and 33 are not met, contrary io the position taken by the Examiner. 

The Applicants note, however, that this disagreement in interpretation should not be 
material to the examination of the claims. Claims 2-15, 32, and 33 depend directly or indirectly 
from claim 1 and recite additional features, and are allowable for at least the reasons given 
below. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 tLS.C. § 102 

The Examiner rejected claims 1-15, 1 9-27, 30, 32, and 33 as anticipated by U.S. Pat. No. 
6,352,811 of Patel, et ai ("Patel"). Afplicants respectfully submit that the rejection is improper, 
for the reasons given in the prior Amendment. However, in the interests of expediting 
prosecution, Applicants have elected to amend claim 1 to further define the present invention. 

Claim 1 is directed to an imageable element, and is presently amended to recite that the 
bottom layer includes a second thermally sensitive supramolecular polymer comprising at least 
one covalently bonded unit and at least one thermally reversible non-covalently bonded unit, 
which includes a three or more centeied H-bond within each non-covalently bonded unit. Patel 
does not teach or suggest an imageasle element having the features now recited in claim 1, 
Claim 17, which was not rejected by the Examiner based on Patel, recites that the bottom layer 
includes a four-centered H-bond. Clai:n 48, which also was not rejected by the Examiner based 
on Patel, recites that the bottom layer includes a three-centered H-bond. Claim 1 is not 
anticipated by Patel for at least the reason that Patel does not report a bottom layer that includes a 
second thermally sensitive supramolec ular polymer comprising at least one thermally reversible 
non-covalently bonded unit, which includes a three or more centered H-bond within each non- 
covalently bonded unit. 

Claims 2-15, 19-27, 30, 32, an-i 33 depend directly or indirectly from claim 1, and recite 
additional features. Claims 2-15, 19-21, 30, 32, and 33 are therefore not anticipated by Patel. 

Based on the foregoing, Appli;ants respectfully submit that claims 1-15, 19-27, 30, 32, 
and 33 are not anticipated by Patel. Withdrawal of the rejection is requested. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 103 

The Examiner rejected claim 31 as unpatentable over Patel in view of U.S. Pat No. 
3,962,513 to Eames ("Eames"). Claim 31 depends from claim 1. As discussed above, Patel does 
not provide all the features recited i:i present claim 1. Eames does not provide the missing 
features, and therefore does not overcome the deficiency of Patel. Withdrawal of the rejection is 
requested. 
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Furthermore, Patel is unavailable as a reference against the present application for the 
purposes of obviousness. As stated ir the prior Amendment, the present application and Patel 
were both owned by or subject to an obligation of assignment to Kodak Polychrome Graphics 
LLC at the time the present invention is claimed in claim 31 was made. 

Withdrawal of the rejection of claim 3 1 is requested. 



This Amendment places the application in condition for allowance, or in better condition 
for appeal, and entry of this Amendment and reconsideration of the application is requested. All 
claims are in condition for allowance, and a notice to that effect is respectfully solicited. If there 
are any outstanding issues remaining in this case after consideration of this Amendment, the 
Examiner is invited to call the undersized attorney in order to expedite further prosecution. 



Conclusion 



Respectfully Submitted, 



YASUHIRO ASAWA et al. 



Dated: October 12, 2004 




SeSi B. Mahoney, #51,984^ 
FAEGRE & BENSON LLP 
2200 Wells Fargo Center 
90 South Seventh Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55402-3901 
612/766-6845 
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